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Looking back...
WITH GRATITUDE

Editor’s note: In this issue of Nazareth
Connections, our Provincial Leadership
Team shares a few thoughts about their
almost six years serving on the Provincial
Council. A new leadership team will be
installed in August.We begin with Sr.
Barbara Jean’s last “Message from the
Provincial Superior.” On the following
pages, you’ll find farewell messages of
gratitude from Srs. Catherine Fedewa,
Kathleen Ann Stadler,Teresa Mika,
Michele Vincent Fisher and Rita Fanning.

a diverse range of members in times
of joy and in times of pain. For me,
it has been a “take off your shoes
for this is holy ground” experience.
Journeying with the Sisters has been
amazing. Experiencing firsthand the
fidelity of the aged and infirm, the
dedication of those in active ministry,
the steadfastness of the prayer life
throughout the province and the
beauty of our diversity just scratches
the surface of what I have witnessed.

“i thank You God for most
this amazing day (time)
…and for everything
which is natural which is
infinite which is yes.”
e.e. cummings

I am grateful that we have
acknowledged that God has been
present even in the growing pains
which continue to be recognized
through our province plan. The
member-driven priorities underpin
the future endeavors of the province.
I believe that the plan is guided by
the Holy Spirit who is helping us to
redirect our energies in ways beyond
our present imagination.

The words of this poem by e.e.
cummings shape my thoughts about
the last few years in the ministry of
leadership. Gratitude, among others,
is the foremost feeling in my heart
at this time. I have had the privilege
of encountering and accompanying

I am grateful for the many
opportunities to witness the passion
that resides in the heart of every
Sister – a passion for family!
This ministry, like all ministries, has

HOW ARE YOU C ALLED TO LOVE?
We invite you to pray with us, to listen to God’s call with us and to love with us
as we find God in ordinary experiences. Learn more about our community life,
our ministries and our mission at nazarethcsfn.org/join-us. Or contact
Sr. Emmanuela Le, CSFN, National Vocation Director, at 972-641-4496 x111
or vocations@nazarethcsfn.org.
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Sr. Barbara Jean at her 50th Jubilee in 2017

been a personal call to conversion in
many ways. Through my encounters
with the Sisters and others, I have
grown in compassion, self-knowledge
and commitment. When one is faced
with the steadfast faithfulness of so
many, one cannot but deepen and
intensify one’s own commitment.
I am also grateful to have had the
opportunity to meet with you, dear
Friends of Nazareth, through this
communication.Your interest in our
ministries as well as your prayerful
and financial support over the years
has been a great source of joy and
strength. For this, all of us are grateful!
Please join me as I pray: “Give thanks
to the Lord, for He is good; His love
endures forever.” (Psalm 118:1)
Lovingly in JMJ,
Sister Barbara Jean Wojnicki
Provincial Superior
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LEADERSHIP

A farewell with our
leadership team
GOD’S ROADMAP
FOR THE ROAD
WE TRAVEL
by Sr. Catherine Fedewa, Assistant
Provincial Superior/Councilor
Looking over the past five and a
half years, what can I say about the
blessings and challenges of leadership
in Holy Family Province?
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Needing to quickly get to know so
many more Sisters, ministries and
cultures was a challenge, but that
was also one of the biggest blessings
of this ministry. When we often talk
about (and pray about) our unity in
diversity, I have been privileged to
witness both. We do indeed have
diversity and that is such a gift…no
“cookie cutter” Sisters here! Yet, time
and again we’ve come to see how we
are ONE in Nazareth.

A bigger challenge was moving away
from “active ministry” with God’s
people and having to focus on internal
ministry of the province. So often
we are concerned about accepting
corporate leadership versus serving
peoples’ needs.
What I came to understand and find
as a blessing, is that this administrative
role IS ministry, and a very necessary
and important one. How many times
can we hear the cliché, “You can’t
give what you don’t have,” and yet we

know it is very true. So, ministering
to and with the Sisters, in order to
facilitate in some small way their own
dedication and passion for mission,
translates into the everyday, handson carrying out of the mission of our
Congregation…and is therefore a
valuable ministry in itself.

people of profound faith and trust in
a God who was new to them. They
were asked to leave the past behind
and set out on a new path in their
life journey... not knowing where they
were going or how long it was going
to take, or even what they were to do
once they got there.

At this point, the question before me
continues to be, “Where do we go
from here?” There are so many paths
we can take to carry on our mission.
We’ve discerned and identified many
in our newly launched Province
Plan. This is a journey of trust and
openness to hear what God has in
store for us. We move from one
trapeze to the next, with our feet
firmly planted in midair. We listen
to God’s challenge and God’s gentle
nudging to move on firmly to that
next bar.

But they trusted that this God of
theirs had the roadmap; they just
needed to follow the directions. I
think this is the “road we travel” to
the future of religious life, paved with
trust, the willingness to follow God’s
will and a passion for the mission
entrusted to us.

Not too long ago I read a reflection
on this quote from Hebrews 11:13,
“They did not receive what had been
promised, but saw it and welcomed
it from afar…” It refers to Noah,
Abraham, Moses and others who
had similar experiences. These were

It has been a road I was privileged
to travel with five other incredible
women over the past six years, along
with over 200 other wonderful
women whose passion for mission
inspired and supported it, and who
will continue that journey into the
future, wherever that takes us.

LEADERSHIP
CONTINUED
ON NEXT PAGE...

The Provincial Leadership Team in
2013
Sr. Catherine Fedewa (left) with
Sr. Mary Annette Gailey at the CSFN
National Assembly in 2016
Sr. Catherine speaking as Assistant
Provincial Superior
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to celebrate our milestones and
accomplishments and to share what is
in our hearts.

GOD’S EVOLVING
DREAM FOR US
by Sr. Kathleen Ann Stadler, CSFN,
Provincial Secretary/Councilor
To me, to be a leader, a councilor,
means to be of service and a support
to the Sisters and those whose lives
we touch in our various ministries.
Leadership is collaborative. It means
listening and finding ways to connect,
to share a vision, to allow God’s
love to transform us so that we are
bearers of God’s love to ourselves
and others. It is growing together in
the understanding and living out our
charism and mission.

the Trinity which lives in all of us and

sends us to be their visible presence
in the world. The second is a pair of
Beanie Baby sheep which remind me
of our Good Shepherd, who has asked
us to feed His lambs and sheep, and
also that we are all sheep scampering
together. The third is a picture of Jesus
washing the feet of His disciples. He
has told us that if He washed the feet
of others, so should we and not to
shy away from caring for each other,
no matter what the needs.
For me personally, the call to serve
as the Provincial Secretary, has been
a call to keep us connected as a
province. This call has been a priority
for me as I work together with the

God’s dream for us as individuals
and as a province is not a static one.
It evolves over time and we need
to be open to what is next – today,
tomorrow, next week, next year, etc.
It is something we hear together. It
is an everyday thing and each day
we need to be open to where God
is leading us that day. Leadership
plays an important role in communal
discernment of God’s dream for us.
We are all part of a community. We
do not stand alone. I am increasingly
aware of the need to listen in a nonjudgmental way. Leadership is not a
carefree journey. There are difficult
situations, and considering different
points of view results in better
understanding of a given situation
and a better course of action. I have
learned to trust the experience and
wisdom of not only the rest of the
Leadership Team but also the Sisters
in the province.
Because I am a rather opinionated
person, one of the challenges I have
had in the past years is to really listen
and try to understand points of view
different from mine. It is not always
easy for me to let situations and their
resolutions evolve rather than give
them a quick fix. I have learned that
it is not always good to move too
quickly.

“God’s dream for us as individuals and as a province is not a static one. It
evolves over time and we need to be open to what is next – today, tomorrow, next
week, next year, etc.”
I have a few favorite symbols in my
bedroom that help keep me focused
on who I am called to be. First is an
icon of the Holy Trinity in communion
with each other and open to all their
creation. It reminds me of the love of
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Communications Committee to
ensure that we use whatever tools
are available to help us know each
other and what we are doing in our
local communities and ministries,

There were many special moments
during the past years. One of my
favorites were the visits to each
convent of the province by the entire
Team during the first year of our

term. Those trips helped us to get
to know the Sisters, where they lived
and ministered and to bond with
each other as we traveled together
in planes, vans and ferries. We
learned about chicken riggies*; toured
convents, schools and hospitals; met
pastors and other people who were
important in the lives of our Sisters.
We got a firsthand glimpse of our
buildings that were in transition.
Most importantly, we were able to put
names and faces together. Our local
community is also a special blessing
in my life. We share our wisdom and
insights, understand and challenge
each other as we journey together on
this leadership adventure. I feel that
these years have been a blessing in my
life and hope that they have also been
a blessing to the Sisters of Holy Family
Province.
*Chicken riggies is a pasta dish from
the Utica, NY area, typically consisting of
chicken, rigatoni and peppers in a spicy
cream and tomato sauce.

LEADING AND
LETTING GO:
SR. TERESA MIKA,
PROVINCIAL
TREASURER/
COUNCILOR
by Tammy Townsend Kise,
Communications Director
Serving as treasurer for the Holy
Family Province was not part of
Sr. Teresa Mika’s plan, but it appears it
was part of God’s plan. “I did not want
this position,” she said. “I thought I
needed more experience.”
While she brought to the position
her three decades in religious life,

along with education and experience
in business and accounting, Sr. Teresa
believes it was her time in CSFN
leadership where her skills really grew.
As provincial treasurer, she says she
has deepened her knowledge of more
than just accounting and real estate
transactions – she has also learned
how to lead and how to let go.
“Being a leader isn’t about knowing
more than someone else,” she said.
“It’s about understanding people and
what they need. It’s about leading by

Sr. Kathleen (right, front) touring
Chicago’s Resurrection University
with other CSFNs
Sr. Teresa (right) with
Sr. Frances Smalkowski during a
Chapter meeting
Sr. Teresa speaking as Provincial
Treasurer
Sr. Teresa (right) with Sr. Gabriela
Duszynska at the FOCUS conference
in January
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example not by words.You have to
lead in a way that people are willing
to follow.”
An organizer and planner at heart,
Sr. Teresa found it difficult in the first
few months as provincial treasurer to
adjust to not knowing how each day
would unfold. “I like to plan things,
then accomplish and finish them. It’s
why I enjoy cooking and cleaning – I
can see the immediate results. But,
in leadership, many things drag on
and we don’t see the end results for
years.”
She went on to explain, “The biggest
challenge for me was to wake up and
say, ‘Well, let’s see what God has in
store for me on this beautiful day.’
I’m risk averse. I like control. But in
this position, I had to reach out and
delegate. I had to let go.”

“We want to be Sisters,” she said.
“We want to hug everyone, but we
must understand the business and
legal world around us, too.”
Through all of her learning
experiences as provincial treasurer,
one stands out in Sr. Teresa’s memory:
the opening of the new Immaculate

“It’s like casting your net from a boat. If you keep
throwing the net only on one side of the boat, the
results will be the same.”
And how did she learn to let go? She
says life taught her.

Heart of Mary Convent in Monroe,
CT in December 2015.

“It’s like casting your net from a boat.
If you keep throwing the net only on
one side of the boat, the results will
be the same. Sometimes you have
to take a different approach and try
casting your net on the other side of
the boat,” she explained.

Equating the experience to the birth
of a baby, she recalls, “It was painful.
Sisters had to set aside their grief
at moving out of their old convent.
There were many challenges and
obstacles. But in the end, everyone
came together and there was joy and
new life. I loved seeing the Sisters’
excitement and gratitude for their
new home.”

Her coursework in business law and
management helped, too. Though
management structures, contract law
and balance sheets may seem like odd
topics when talking about religious
life, Sr. Teresa believes to function
in today’s world, even religious
communities must understand
business models, liability risks and
legal issues.
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Being a part of these happy moments
and getting to know Sisters
throughout the province has been
Sr. Teresa’s greatest joy. “I value how
I’ve really gotten to know the Sisters
as individuals. It has been enriching,
and I’ve become more vested in what
is happening,” she said.

Though she initially did not see her
leadership position as a blessing,
Sr. Teresa now believes she was
blessed with the opportunity to step
out of her comfort zone and become
energized by the work she has done
with her family of Sisters.

MINISTRY WITH
SISTERS AND
STUDENTS:
SR. RITA FANNING,
PROVINCIAL
COUNCILOR
by Tammy Townsend Kise,
Communications Director
In January 2013, just after she was
installed as a provincial councilor,
Sr. Rita Fanning shared with our
friends of Nazareth her thoughts
on how she saw the CSFN charism
being lived out in the coming years,
especially since Sisters are less visible
in Catholic education.
At that time, Sr. Rita said, “There’s
a real willingness on the part of the
Sisters to recognize this change
and to being open to bringing new
ministries to life for the Church and
for Nazareth. This is where the ‘us’
part of our commitment is important.

It’s not up to us [the Leadership Team]
to say, ‘Sister, please do this,’ but for all
of us to talk about the ministry needs
we see and ways in which we can
meet them.”
As a newly elected councilor, Sr. Rita
spoke of “remaining open to new
ministries that are out there in areas
where we have ministered to families
over the years.”
How true those words would soon
become for Sr. Rita as she stepped
into the role of not only provincial
councilor, but also Nazareth Academy
High School principal.
While the high school is not a
new ministry for the Sisters –
CSFNs founded the high school in
Philadelphia in 1928 – it was a new
ministry for Sr. Rita. As principal, she
helped lead NAHS’ rich tradition
of providing a rigorous academic
curriculum, grounded in Catholic
tradition and values for young women.
In this dual role, Sr. Rita served the
needs of the school’s students and
families while also being available to
Sisters throughout the province.
In 2018, as the province prepares
for a change in leadership, Sr. Rita
continues to share her commitment
to serving Sisters and their ministries.
“I am grateful for the blessing to
have been readily available to be of
service to each Sister and to the
province at large. I am also grateful
to have met our Sisters and gained
an understanding of the ministries we
are involved in.”

She added, “Thank you for the
moments in which you trusted
enough to share your personal joys,
heartaches and those people and
things you hold sacred. I feel very
blessed.”

LEADERSHIP CONTINUED
ON PAGE 12...
Sr. Rita observes a Nazareth
Academy High School art class
Sr. Rita in 2013 helping with a
council dinner
Sr. Rita willing donned safety
goggles to participate in an
experiment with the NAHS
chemistry class
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A S S O C I AT E S

The gift of
contemplation
by Annemarie Jannotta, Associate of the
Holy Family
The Associates of the Holy Family in
the Mid-Atlantic area share a special
privilege. In addition to meeting for
prayer and social interaction, they
often get a living history of the
Associates from members Joanne
O’Donnell and Maryanne Blatz, two
of the original four founding members
of the Associates of the Holy Family in
the U.S.
In 1979, Joanne and Maryanne were
housewives and mothers in the
Philadelphia area, with all the implied
blessings and burdens of caring for
their families. They were happy to
accept an invitation from Maria
Delaney Pennefather and Eva Rutecki
to join them in a Meadowbrook
convent where they could pray in
quiet before the Blessed Sacrament.
Sr. Rita Partyka was the Superior
and Directress of Novices at the
convent. She answered the women’s
questions on their tour of the place
and explained the life of Mother
Foundress and the history of the
Congregation. It seemed to be “love
at first sight” for Maria and Eva, and a
more gradual process for Joanne and
Maryanne but each responded to a
unique calling from the Lord.
Joanne had seven children, Maryanne
had three. Naturally, the opportunity
to relax and just pray was a huge gift.
But our Lord had an even greater
gift in mind: the gift of contemplation.
10

Joanne came to realize that in the
quiet, Jesus spoke to her heart. She
realized that He was preparing her
to bring Him from the Meadowbrook
chapel into the world starting with
her own family.
As Maryanne sat in the chapel, she
reflected on the quiet obedience of
each member of the Holy Family and
asked Mary to teach her a greater
love of silence. Gradually, Maryanne
was able to embrace her own
reserved nature and feel a love for
the inner deep and quiet presence of
Jesus.
Each woman was able to abandon
worldly concerns during their
precious chapel time and open herself
to be present to Christ and let His
Spirit touch and teach her. A thirst
was born in them for Him that has
lasted over the years.
Joanne and Maryanne credit the many
Sister-Directors they have had who
guided them through meditations
of Blessed Mary of Jesus the Good
Shepherd (Frances Siedliska). Each
month, they were taught a new virtue
or given a new fruit of the Holy Spirit
to work on. They were taught how
important it was to grow in these
fruits and virtues and how to apply
them in their daily lives if they were
to bring Jesus to others.
Retired today, after years of combined
work and volunteering and sharing
the spirit of Nazareth, Joanne and

Maryanne enlighten the Associate
meetings with their humble spirituality
and joyful hearts. We are blessed and
grateful to God to have them with us.
***
Our Association of the Holy Family
nurtures the spirituality of lay individuals
who have dedicated themselves to
living Nazareth spirituality in their
families, in their workplace and in the
world.These women and men help

advance the mission and ministry of our
Congregation through faithful listening,
loving relationships and recognizing
God’s presence in their daily encounters.
After a period of orientation and
discernment, they make a commitment
to daily prayer and to living the values
of the Sisters of the Holy Family of
Nazareth (CSFN) within their families
and parish communities. For information
on becoming an Associate, please visit
nazarethcsfn.org/association.

Maryanne Blatz (left) and Joanne
O’Donnell (right) with Sr. Rita
Partyka
Sr. Rita with two of the four original
associates in the Mid-Atlantic area
Six new members of the Association
making their commitment in 2016
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L E A D E R S H I P C O N T.

LEAD FROM
BEHIND
by Sr. Michele Vincent Fisher, CSFN,
Provincial Councilor
In 1996, as a newly professed Sister,
I recall accompanying our parish
youth group on a conference held at
Franciscan University in Steubenville.
Getting an early start on the day, a
few of the chaperones and I went
to the chapel for Morning Prayer
together. As we moved into the
benches, I sat in the last bench. One
of the chaperones turned around
and asked: “Sister, aren’t you going to
lead prayer?” I remember responding:
“Sure, but I’ll lead from behind!” After
more than a few laughs, we managed
to get through our prayers. Twentytwo years later, I remember that
scene like it was just yesterday!

12

For me, “leading from behind”
has come to mean many things,
especially in my role as Provincial
Councilor for these past five and a
half years. “Leading from behind” is
about “having someone’s back” and
supporting another as they move
forward, even at times giving a gentle
push. It’s about being a quiet, steady
presence, not always visible, but
always diligently available, listening,
encouraging and gently persuading.
In my particular role as councilor for
vocation and formation, I found myself
standing behind our vocation and
formation personnel as well as our
women in formation and providing
them the support and resources
they needed to move forward and to
perform their ministry to the best of
their ability. I had the joy of being part
of the vocation, formation, continuing
formation and retirement committees
and to assist in the birthing of Holy
Family Service Corps.

Having the flexibility and resources
to work collaboratively with
groups like the National Religious
Vocation Conference, the Catholic
Volunteer Network and the Chicago
Archdiocesan Vocation Association
allowed me to participate in

leadership roles with other religious
and dedicated lay ministers who are
passionate about Gospel living and
about inviting others to share in
mission.
Being able to participate in leadership
training with the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious
(LCWR) and other programs as well
as working with incredible facilitators
on province and chapter planning has
expanded my horizons and helped
to shape my understanding of the

freely and joyfully. These past years
in leadership have provided many
such opportunities – usually in the
unexpected moments – the late
night phone call, the knock on the
office door, the deep conversation
over morning coffee or a ride to the
airport, a quiet moment in the Board
Room or a simple shared smile on a
difficult day. God is ever-present and
always inviting.
The ministry of leadership has also
brought its share of challenges. While

Trying to be available to my Sisters,
whether physically, emotionally or
spiritually meant that I first had to
be available to God and attentive to
my own faith journey, through good
times and difficult ones. Keeping a
good sense of humor has also been
helpful – taking oneself lightly and
finding joy in the little things (like
my backyard squirrels) helps to
keep one’s spirits bright! Having the
companionship of my fellow team
members both administratively and
as a local community provided the
strong foundation that helped me to
thrive and prosper, giving glory to God
through the daily “yes” to whatever
came along.
God has blessed each one of us with
the power and grace to do great
good and to be whole and holy,
regardless of the particular ministry
we have or the role we are asked
to assume. Remembering that I am
simply a “Sister” to others helps my
heart to be grateful and to say with
the Scriptures: “There is cause for
rejoicing here!”

“Trying to be available to my Sisters, whether
physically, emotionally or spiritually meant that I
first had to be available to God and attentive to my
own faith journey, through good times and difficult
ones.”
critical role of leadership in today’s
Church and world. Calling forth more
contemplative elements of leadership
reminds me that leadership is about
the power shared between individuals
and groups, where each one is able
to find their voice and creatively use
the power within to support, uphold
and advance the common good and
further the reign of God’s love.
Like Jesus, we are invited to take
up the basin and the towel and
to wash feet – indiscriminately,

there was certainly plenty to learn
about things like health systems and
legal issues, the harder learnings came
under categories like understanding
the broken-hearted, acknowledging
our human frailty without making
excuses or blaming, holding seemingly
opposite viewpoints in a gentle
balance, trying to find the nugget of
wisdom in the midst of chaos and
trying to not ask more of my Sisters
than I myself was willing to do.

Sr. Michele helping Allegheny
College students serve others
Sr. Michele with an impromptu
snow sculpture during a recent
snowfall in Des Plaines, IL
Sr. Michele (right) with General
Councilor Sr. Angela Marie Mazzeo
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D O N O R S TO RY

From aspirant to
donor:
A JOURNEY OF DEEP FAITH
by Tammy Townsend Kise,
Communications Director
While her classmates were putting
Beatles’ records on the turntable,
Leonor “Lee” Henriquez Guy was
donning an aspirant’s uniform at
St. Mary’s, the aspirant house in
Philadelphia. It was the early 1960s.
Her family had only been in the U.S.
a few years, arriving in 1958 from
Venezuela. And Lee was following
God’s call for her life. Or so it seemed.
“When I got to Nazareth, at first, I
was a little homesick, but Sr. Eunice
[Leszczynska] was so terrific with
us girls,” recalls Lee. “She made you
feel like you were now part of this
big family. We worked hard but all the
work was shared, and I loved every
minute of it.”
14

Despite her love for religious life and
the deep call in her heart, God had
other plans for Lee.
“I tell anyone who will listen how
wonderful being a Sister would have
been for me,” said Lee. “But now, in
my older age, I can see how God has
used me in many other ways to share
Him with others.”

“Somewhere between the front
cover and the last page, I got this
overwhelming feeling that I wanted to
be a Sister,” Lee said. “I have no idea
where it came from, but I just couldn’t
shake it.”
With her parents’ permission, Lee
became an aspirant with the Sisters of
the Holy Family of Nazareth (CSFN)
in Philadelphia.

“I prayed so hard because I wanted to do what God
wanted me to do.”
It was in Sr. Auxilia’s eighth grade
classroom at Nazareth Academy
Grade School in Philadelphia when
Lee discovered her first desire to
become a Sister after reading a story
of Thérèse de Lisieux.

“She was a happy, prayerful, schoolinvolved girl eager to learn,”
remembers Sr. Eunice. “With the
aspirants, her personality sparkled.”
Helping other aspirants who were
homesick and encouraging those with

Today, Lee serves as a hospice
volunteer, bringing prayers and smiles
to the dying. And, she is happily
married to Vaughn. They’ve been
married 34 years. She also has nine
grandchildren.
“Maybe that was God’s plan all along,”
she said.
Through the years, Lee has stayed in
contact with Sr. Eunice and remained a
long-time benefactor of the Sisters of
the Holy Family of Nazareth.

school difficulties, Lee blossomed at
St. Mary’s and began to make plans to
become a postulant at the end of her
sophomore year. That Christmas, Lee
returned home for what she thought
would be the last holiday with her
family for a while.
“Out of the blue, my father decided I
couldn’t go back,” she said.
Unsure as to why her father had a
change of heart, Lee called Sr. Eunice
and through tears said she would be
mailing back her uniforms and viola.
“He didn’t give me any explanations…
One didn’t question my dad’s
decisions.”
She considered running away and
returning to the convent. “I prayed
so hard because I wanted to do what
God wanted me to do.”
Leaving her aspirancy deeply affected
Lee. “I hated public school,” she said.
“I flunked English, my best subject,
and barely passed biology which I had
loved with Sr. Maynard at Nazareth
Academy High School.”

Two marriages fraught with difficulties,
divorce and many moves around the
world as an Army wife followed.
“When my second husband left us, I
became very depressed,” she went
on to explain. “I was 30 years old and
now a single parent of four little ones.
I would get so scared when I dwelled
on those facts. I kept thinking that
life had turned out this way because
I had gone against God’s plans for my
vocation. I was certain then that I was
paying the price for not following my
calling.”
Despite many challenges early in her
life, Lee continued to try to serve
God as a religious education teacher,
lector, office assistant and volunteer
coordinator in the parishes where she
lived. “It was always my memories of
the teachings of so many wonderful
Sisters that actually kept me sane and
helped me not lose my love and my
faith in our Lord,” she explained.

“Lee is a faithful friend who has
served the Lord in her family, in the
Church and with the sick and dying,”
said Sr. Eunice. “Her deep faith and
her bubbly personality help people to
open up to her. They permit her to
enter their lives of pain and woe. They
accept her helping presence and trust
in her prayers for them.”
Lee attributes this compassion, love
and understanding to the Sisters. “I
always say that the person I grew up
to be, the strength that it took to get
me through all the adversities of life,
were given to me by my short time
with the Sisters of the Holy Family of
Nazareth, especially Sr. Eunice.”
* * *
Sr. Eunice entered the Sisters of the
Holy Family of Nazareth in June 1945.
She now serves as a Parent Education
Workshop Facilitator at Nazareth Retreat
Center in Grand Prairie,TX. She holds
a PhD in social work from the Catholic
University of America.

Sr. Eunice during a Christmas
celebration at the aspirant house in
Philadelphia. Lee can be seen in the
lower left corner.
Lee as an aspirant in the early 1960s
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In Memoriam
Sr. M. Bernadette
(Irene) Medrzyk
February 25, 1920
– November 30,
2017
Irene Medrzyk, the
youngest of ten, was born in Chicago’s
West Pullman neighborhood on
February 25th, 1920 to Sophia and
Andrew Medrzyk.
Irene and her sister Helen, who later
became Sr. Eroteis in the Sisters of
the Holy Family of Nazareth, attended
Assumption BVM School in Chicago.
Irene wanted to follow the same path
as Helen. When she turned 18, she
was allowed to follow her dream. On
September 12, 1938, Irene became
a postulant and completed her high
school education through the Holy
Family Academy extension in Des
Plaines, IL.
On July 19, 1939, she became a
novice and was given the name of
Sr. Bernadette. She completed her
novitiate in Rome and returned to
the U.S. in 1942. She worked the
16

switchboard at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Chicago for a time and, in 1943, she
was sent to St. Michael’s School on
South Shore Drive in Chicago to begin
her first of many teaching assignments.
After several teaching assignments in
Chicago and Indiana, and completing
her education at De Paul University,
Sr. Bernadette was sent to Australia,
where she was one of three pioneers
from the U.S. who began the parish
school in Brisbane.
After returning to the U.S., she also
taught at St. Luke’s in Irving, TX and at
St. Thomas Aquinas in Dallas.
With some health issues,
Sr. Bernadette returned from
Texas in 1991 and took on lighter
responsibilities, serving as a tutor,
an art teacher, a librarian and finally
helped the Superior at Nazarethville.
Sr. Bernadette never stopped learning
and improving herself. She was a quiet
soul by nature, but her thoughts were
deep. She moved to Nazarethville
in 2012 at the age of 92 and was
fortunate to have family members
who kept in touch through the years.

Sr. Bernadette slipped away quietly on
November 30, 2017. As quietly as she
lived, so quietly she died without any
fuss and fanfare.
The Mass of Resurrection was held
on December 4 at the Provincialate
chapel in Des Plaines, IL.
Sr. Bernadette was laid to rest next
to her Sister, Sr. Eroteis, at All Saints’
Cemetery in Des Plaines.
Sr. M. Clarissa
(Theresa) Mroz
November 25,
1927 – December
15, 2017
Theresa Mroz
was born in the Port Richmond
neighborhood of Philadelphia, PA
on November 25, 1927 to Josef and
Rozalia (Mieloch) Mroz, the eighth of
nine children.
She attended St. Adalbert’s Elementary
School and Nazareth Academy High
School, both in Philadelphia. While
at the Academy, Theresa heard God
calling her to religious life. She became
a postulant on January 12, 1946

and at her investiture on August 10,
1946 received a new name, Sr. Mary
Clarissa. Following her first vows on
August 16, 1948, she accepted her
first assignment to Holy Trinity School
in Utica, New York, as a primary grade
teacher. Sr. Clarissa made her final vows
in Torresdale, PA on August 12, 1954.
Her ministries varied throughout
the years from primary to secondary
school positions in New York,
Maryland and Pennsylvania. She spent
many years in secondary education
as a teacher and administrator. She
earned degrees in French, History,
Religious Studies and Library
Technology from Community College,
Holy Family University,Villanova
University and St. Charles Seminary.
In 2002, she assumed responsibility as
Director of the Library at Nazareth
Academy High School and remained
in that position until her retirement
in 2012. When she moved to Mount
Nazareth, she devoted more time to
praying, reading, writing and keeping
in contact with family and friends. She
was grateful for the love and support
given by her nieces and nephews
who always kept in touch. At 90 years
of age, she still utilized the latest
technology with a computer and
tablet.
Sr. Clarissa was a woman of faith
and prayer and trusted God
wholeheartedly to support her
through the difficult times. She loved
Nazareth and never shied away from
challenges fulfilling the community’s
expectations.
In the early hours of December 15,
Sister was taken to Nazareth Hospital
on her final journey home. Her many
struggles with illness would finally be
accepted in God’s embrace in the 71st
year of her religious life.

The wake was held December 20 at
Mount Nazareth Chapel, Philadelphia.
The Mass of Resurrection immediately
followed in the chapel.
Sr. M. Ann
Rita (Anna)
Kobierowski
July 10, 1921 –
December 17, 2017
Anna was born on
July 10, 1921, the fourth child of John
and Anna Kobierowski. Her home
was in the Port Richmond section of
Philadelphia, where she and all her
siblings attended St. Adalbert School.
Anna and four of her sisters attended
Nazareth Academy High School, also
in Philadelphia.
Anna’s sister Eleanor entered the
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth
in 1936, becoming Sr. Mary Elizabeth,
and three years later, Anna also
entered. The Kobierowskis were
generous with the Lord, giving a
total of five of their daughters to His
service.
Anna became a novice in 1940,
receiving the name of Sr. Mary
Raymond. She professed first vows
in 1942 and final vows in 1947. When
permission was given for Sisters to
revert to Baptismal names,
Sr. Raymond became Sr. Ann Rita,
adding Saint Rita to her name.
Sr. Ann Rita received a Bachelor of
Science in Education from Villanova
University and a Master of Science in
Education from Marywood College.
She taught in elementary schools in
Throop, PA; Jamaica, NY; Derby, CT;
Scranton, PA; Philadelphia, PA; and
Baltimore, MD. She also taught at
St. Hubert High School and Nazareth
Academy High School in Philadelphia,
PA. She served in Parish Ministry in
Scranton, PA.

Sr. Ann Rita was an accomplished
artist. Her work included full-size
portraits of Jesus and the children,
beautiful bulletin board displays in
school and illustrations for the book
about Blessed Mary of Jesus the
Good Shepherd (Frances Siedliska),
Love Finds a Way, by Sr. Mary Michael
Gecewicz. She was also a talented
cook and baker.
Despite the difficult transition in 2013
to the infirmary at Mount Nazareth,
Sr. Ann Rita remained positive. Her
cheery disposition endeared her to
her caregivers.
On December 12, she was placed on
hospice. She was kept comfortable
and seemed at peace. On Sunday
morning, December 17, as Mass was
being broadcast on the television in
her room, she passed away.
Her wake was held on December
21 at Mount Nazareth Chapel in
Philadelphia, immediately followed by
a Mass of Resurrection.
Sr. M. Beata
(Phyllis) Jurewicz
April 18, 1928 –
January 10, 2018
Phyllis Jurewicz was
born on April 18,
1928, in Shenandoah, PA, one of the
four children of Edward and Bertha
Jurewicz.
The family moved to Philadelphia,
where she attended Nazareth
Academy Grade School and Nazareth
Academy High School. She entered
the Sisters of the Holy Family of
Nazareth on January 12, 1946.

IN MEMORIAM
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18...
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She professed temporary vows on
August 16, 1948 and perpetual vows
on August 12, 1954.
Her first assignment was as a teacher
at Our Lady of Sorrows School in
Scranton, PA, where she taught for
four years. In 1956, she graduated
Magna Cum Laude from the School
of Nursing at Catholic University
in Washington, DC. At Nazareth
Hospital in Philadelphia, she served
as Surgical Floor Supervisor, Medical
Floor Supervisor, Director of Nursing
Services and Director of Staff
Development.
When St. John Neumann opened in
1965 as a skilled-care nursing home
in Philadelphia, Sr. Beata was one
of four Sisters of the Holy Family
of Nazareth who were assigned to
its administration. She retired as
Administrator at St. John Neumann
in 1993, but her ministry to the sick
and elderly citizens of Philadelphia
continued. She became a member of
the Pastoral Care Team at
St. John Neumann and remained in
this position until 2013, when she
retired to Mount Nazareth.
Sr. Beata was noted for her kindness
and compassion, and her care for the
sick extended to their families. She
could often be found keeping vigil
with a dying person or praying with
their grieving families. Sr. Beata knew
every resident and staff member at St.
John Neumann by name. She said, “We
never wanted to be an institution. We
always wanted to be a family.”
As a resident of Mount Nazareth’s
infirmary, she continued to make
her presence felt, simply by being a
gentle, loving Sister among Sisters.
Her pastimes included doing word
puzzles and cutting out coupons
from the newspaper flyers, which she
distributed to staff members.
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Sr Beata’s life on earth ended as she
gently fell asleep in the arms of Jesus
on the morning of January 10, 2018.
The Mass of Resurrection took place
on January 15 at Mount Nazareth
Chapel in Philadelphia.
Sr. Mary Luke
(Mary Ann) Liss
June 6, 1947 –
January 11, 2018
Born June 6, 1947
to Vincent and
Clara Liss, Mary Ann grew up in the
neighborhood of Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish on the northwest side of
Chicago where she was taught by the
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth.
She spent four years at Schurz High
School.
During her sophomore year, Sr. Fabiola
asked her if she wanted to come
to the convent. Mary Ann’s father
said she could go when she turned
18. As graduation grew closer, she
remembered “a magnetic field pulling
me – so I decided to try it out.” She
went on to write, “Family and friends
gave me one to two weeks, but God
saw to it that I never left Him.”
Mary Ann entered the community
on September 4, 1965. She became a
novice on August 12, 1966 and was
given the name Sr. Mary Luke. She
made first vows on August 11, 1968
and final vows on July 26, 1975.
Sr. Luke received a Bachelor of
Science in Education from De Lourdes
College in Des Plaines, IL in 1971.
She began her education ministry
at St. Hyacinth’s Elementary School
in Chicago in 1970. She also taught
elementary school in Mount Prospect,
IL, South Bend, IN and Neenah, WI.

Sr. Luke served as the principal at
St. Emily’s School in Mount Prospect
after graduating from Concordia
University with a Master’s degree in
Education Administration.
In 1992, she began to minister at Holy
Family Medical Center in Des Plaines,
first as a director of volunteers,
then as a receptionist and later as
an activity assistant. She also served
at the library at St. Francis de Sales
School, Lake Zurich, IL.
Sr. Luke was a great storyteller and
was often the life of whatever group
she was in. She had many artistic gifts
and could draw, paint, play guitar, and
lead music, all of which she generously
shared. Sr. Luke also played the viola in
the provincial orchestra.
She moved to Nazarethville in 2015.
Sr. Luke died peacefully January 11,
2018. The Mass of Resurrection was
January 15 at the provincialate chapel
in Des Plaines, IL.

Donations in memor y of a
deceased sister may be mailed
to Development Office, Sisters
of the Holy Family of Nazareth,
310 N. River Rd., Des Plaines,
IL 60016. Please include a note
with the name of the Sister in
whose memor y you are giving.
Donations may also be made
online at nazarethcsfn.org/
support-us/donate.

You are invited:

DEVELOPMENT

CSFN 2018 ANNUAL SOCIAL
The CSFN 2018 Annual Social,
benefiting the Sisters of the Holy
Family of Nazareth, will be held Friday,
May 18, 2018, 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the
Philadelphia Ballroom, 2014 Hornig Rd
in Philadelphia.

For more information, contact Allison
Taylor at 215-335-4805 or ataylor@
nazarethcsfn.org. Sponsorship
opportunities are also available.

Tickets are $80 per person and
include hors d’oeuvres, open bar,
dinner and sweet table. The evening
will also include a live auction and
silent auction plus tombola and 50/50
chances.

I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE “FRIENDS OF THE SISTERS”
MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM!
I agree to make a contribution of $______ per month.			
___ Please bill my credit card each month. I have provided my credit card information for my monthly donations below.
___ P
 lease transfer my monthly gift from my checking account using the automatic payment plan. I’ve enclosed a check
for my first monthly gift.
Account No.:_________________________________ Exp. Date:_________________ Security Code:________
I authorize my bank/credit card company to transfer the amount indicated on this from my account on a monthly basis. I
understand that a record of each donation will be included on my year-end summary and that I can cancel my donation at
any time.
____________________________________________________________ _________________
			
Name (signature required) 					
Date Signed

Name: _____________________________________ Address: ______________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ____ Zip: ______________ Email: ____________________________
Birthday:_________________
Please complete this form and return it to:
CSFN Development Office, 310 N River Road, Des Plaines, IL 60016-1211
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JOIN “FRIENDS OF THE SISTERS”
MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM
There is now a simple, convenient and safe way for you to donate
monthly to the Sisters without the need to write a check every month.
First, decide on a monthly gift amount that fits your budget. Then,
complete the authorization form on page 19, allowing your bank or
credit card company to transfer this amount directly to the Sisters on a
monthly basis.Your monthly gift helps support our retired Sisters.
If you want to change or stop your gift, or if you move, change banks
or get a new credit card, just pick up the telephone and call us. We can
quickly make any changes.
To join “Friends of the Sisters,” complete and mail the form on page 19
or call Katherine Barth, Development Director, at 847-298-6760,
ext. 143.

We, the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, are called to extend the Kingdom of God’s love among ourselves and
others by living the spirit of Jesus, Mary and Joseph whose lives were centered in the love of God and one another.
We witness to this love through dedicated service to the Church, especially in ministry to the family.

